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Zimbabwe is poised for an economic boom,   
social transformation, rule of law and 
constitutionalism when the people give  
Dr. Morgan Richard Tsvangirai the undiluted 
mandate to govern and implement policies 
that cultivate citizens’ active participation in 
governance matters.

The policies, contained in the MDC party’s Agenda 
for Real Transformation (ART), a blueprint for 
effective, humane and viable political, economic 
and social governance, have the potential to 
resurrect Zimbabwe from economic demise, 
which will restore the people’s dignity. 

Dr. Tsvangirai, whose leadership will be guided 
by ART, believes the people will give him and 
his team the opportunity to govern exclusively, 
without the dilution that comes with an arranged 
marriage, such as the current one.

Launching ART last week, Dr. Tsvangirai said 
the marriage of convenience faced challenges of 
policy discord and friction that emanated from 
forced coalition arrangements with partners of 
questionable sincerity. 

“We have, as a collective, come up with our ART 
of governance, a comprehensive policy package 
that demonstrates our statement of intent and our 
readiness to govern. We have always been a party 
of substance,” Dr. Tsvangirai said.

“The reason for publicly presenting and discussing 
our policy position is to empower Zimbabweans 
with information so that they can make an 
informed choice. We want Zimbabweans to know 
that we are not just seeking power for the sake of 
power but to truly transform their lives, whose 
progress was stalled courtesy of poor governance, 
corruption and mismanagement. The policy 
position on issues under each cluster is clear and I 
urge every Zimbabwean to familiarise themselves 
with our ART of governance,” he said. 

ART, the panacea to the battered Zimbabwean 
economy, shows a departure from the 33-years 
of President Robert Mugabe’s ad hoc approach to 
running government. It sets a focus for governance 

which was lacking in a third of a century, owing 
to the policy somersaults and inconsistency, and 
lack of will to listen to the people, who are the 
permanent stakeholders in any State.

The three decades of President Mugabe’s rule 
were spent on consolidating power without a 

single idea of how to run a government, thereby 
fertilising corruption and patronage in the murky 
corridors of the dysfunctional violent state.  
The people of Zimbabwe, who are supposed to be 
the principals of the State, were kept in the dark in 
all matters of governance giving rise to economic 
haemorrhage, lack of accountability and what  

Dr. Tsvangirai calls primitive self-aggrandisement 
by the ruling elite. 

“We want the people of Zimbabwe to know that our 
politics is not simply about individuals but about 
ideas. Our ideas are carried in the policies that are 
articulated in our ART document in addition to the 
jobs plan in Jobs Upliftment Investment Capital 
Environment (JUICE). The next election will be 
around ideas and we have put our ideas on the 
table,” the leader of the majority party said.

The 247-page ART policy document, a result of 
a long, consultative and collective process that 
involved virtually everyone in the party as well as 
other stakeholders, articulates a total of 29 policies 
dealing with issues ranging from economic 
management to security services. 

The policies are grouped under 5 clusters namely: 
Economic, Infrastructure, Social Services, Rights 
and Security. In each of these clusters there are a 
number of specific areas in which policy direction 
is clearly articulated.  

While Dr. Tsvangirai emphasized transparency 
and politics of fairness, other political parties 
thrive on spewing tirade. While Dr. Tsvangirai 
was presenting the ART of governance to the 
nation, other leaders of junior sunset political 
parties are yet to type the first word of their  
policy books. 

“We are a party that embraces critical engagement 
where others would ensure that it is stifled. We 
believe that open debate and critical engagement on 
issues is healthy for our party and our country. We 
want to build a Zimbabwe in which citizens truly 
speak out and participate actively in governance 
matters in fulfilment of our commitment to 
participatory governance. Therefore, where others 
who are averse to any forms of critical engagement 
see only criticism, we see wise counsel and we 
listen to it,” said Dr. Tsvangirai.

We’ve ART of governance!

“Okay zvinhu zvinofanira kuchinjwa ka, kuti chibage chochinjwa chova hupfu” President Mugabe

Like Morgan Richard 
Tsvangirai Facebook Page 
http://www.facebook.
com/pages/Morgan-
Richard-Tsvangirai/405217 
516234031 
 
Follow Morgan Richard 
Tsvangirai on Twitter@
MRTsvangirai

Governance    
To create a modern, healthy, functional, integrated democratic developmental 
State with a vibrant, socially just and green economy. 

To transform the State and ensure that it serves and is accountable to  
the people 

To ensure that there is constitutionalism. Therefore, the State must be 
faithful to the new Constitution to the point of enforcing it against itself 
where required by the law. 

We made sure that the Bill of Rights in the new Constitution is comprehensive 
enough to cover a broad range of rights and freedoms and we will ensure 
that these are faithfully enforced. 

Economy  
To transform Zimbabwe’s economy from the “dual enclave”, to one that is 
democratised and where every citizen is a full participant and realises their 
full potential. 

To pursue a social market economy where priorities will include the use 
of resources for growing the economy, increasing the national GDP, 
promoting free enterprise while providing social safety nets to ensure that 
economic growth is shared by all. 

Envision a socially just economy 
Secure property rights while ensuring fair, just and transparent regulation 
which is prospective, certain and predictable, with clearly stated standards 
and expectations. Under an MDC Government, the state will be a facilitator 
of economic activity to enable innovation and business to flourish. Together 
with our jobs blue-print, JUICE, the economic policy aims to increase jobs 
through facilitating investment. 

To encourage and facilitate both local and foreign direct investment (FDI). 

To ensure that infrastructure is highly developed to create an enabling  
environment for business. Therefore, we need massive capital injection 
to kick-start our stalled economy and FDI, as well as resuscitating lines  
of credit. Continued on Page 2 

ART in brief…
‘The oasis is in sight’

SADC will soon convene a special summit on 
Zimbabwe to check on compliance to the election 
roadmap and progress in implementing agreed 
positions following Prime Minister Morgan 
Tsvangirai’s diplomatic offensive last month.

SADC, the curators of the Global Political 
Agreement (GPA), held a meeting on the 
sidelines of the African Union 50th Anneversary 

celebrations in Addis Ababa last week and agreed 
that a special summit was key to appraise itself on 
the situation in Zimbabwe ahead of the watershed 
elections which are expected to end the crisis of 
leadership in the country.

The crisis of leadership, a result of President 
Mugabe’s refusal to hand over power to Dr. 
Morgan Tsvangirai after losing in a legitimate 
election in March 2008 had taken the country 

to the precipice. In a bid to arrest the decline, 
never seen in a country which is not at war, 
where inflation topped 500 billion percent, 
shops were empty, industry closed with 80% 
unemployment, importing food, the AU and 
SADC shepherded the Zimbabwe political 
parties to negotiate a transitional union to prepare 
the roadmap towards democratic, free and  
fair elections.

PM’s diplomatic initiative pays off
…as SADC convenes special summit



• On 22 May 2013, President Robert Mugabe signed amendment 
number 20 to the Constitution of Zimbabwe. The signing was 
witnessed by Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai and other 
principals to the Global Political Agreement. The signing of 
amendment 20 did not bring into effect all provisions of the 
COPAC Draft Constitution. Only provisions that immediately 
have to do with the harmonized elections that Zimbabwe is 
gearing for came into effect on 22 May 2013. 

• The new Constitution provides every citizen 18 years and above 
with a right to vote. This right is now enforceable against the 
State. Any guidelines or methods that seek to restrict this right 
can be struck down as unconstitutional.

• The Constitution provides that every citizen has a right to free, 
fair and regular elections for any elective public office and 
Zimbabweans have a right to make free political choices.

• Citizens are described in the new Constitution 
as by birth, descent and registration.  
This means that those who were traditionally 
called “aliens” have a right to vote and to 
be voted into office of their choice without 
anyone hindering them. 

• ZEC is supposed to provide a voting method 
which is simple, accurate, verifiable and 
transparent. This Constitution clearly makes 
every Government department and agent at 
all levels to be accountable to Parliament. 
Parliament has power over the Registrar 
General’s Office and ZEC and can direct the 
two institutions to take appropriate measures 
in the registration of voters.

• The Constitution does not deny citizens in 
the Diaspora to vote. They have a right to 
vote. 

• The Constitution only provides for 
registration on a constituency voters roll as 
long as the person is a Zimbabwean of 18 
years or above.

• This Constitution provides that harmonized 
elections are to be held regularly, must be 
peaceful, free from violence and rigging or 
any other electoral malpractices. The results 
of the polls are to be announced “as soon as 
possible” after close of polls.

• The Electoral Act among other things shall 
provide for a code of conduct for political 
parties, candidates and other persons 
participating in elections.

• The Constitution provides that 60 of the 80 
members of the senate (six from each of the 
10 provinces, elected in such a manner as to 
ensure a near gender parity), 60 of the 270 
members of the National Assembly (again, 
six from each province, all of whom must be 
women) and 10 persons on each provincial 
council, will be elected on the basis of 
proportional representation.

• Furthermore, the State must promote the 
full participation of women in all spheres of 
Zimbabwean society on the basis of equality 
with men.  The State must also take all 
measures, including legislative measures, 

needed to ensure that-
 -  both genders are equally represented in all institutions  

 and agencies of government at every level;  and
 -  women constitute at least half the membership of   

 all Commissions and other elective and appointed  
 governmental bodies established by or under this   
 Constitution or any Act of Parliament;

• Two persons will be elected to the Senate to represent persons 
with disability. 

• The boundaries of provinces, constituencies and wards as they 
were immediately before 22 May 2013 apply for the purposes of 
this election.

• Conduct of members of security services-

 -  Members of the security services must act in accordance  
 with this Constitution and the law. Neither the security  
 services nor any of their members may, in the exercise of  
 their functions, act in a partisan manner;

 -  They are not allowed to further the interests of any  
 political party or cause;

 -  They should not prejudice the lawful interests of  any  
 political party or cause. They are barred from violating  
 the fundamental rights and freedoms of any person.  
 Members of the security services must not be active  
 members or office-bearers of any political party or  
 organisation. Serving members of the security services  
 must not be employed or engaged in civilian institutions  
 except in periods of public emergency and they should  
 not serve in this coming election.

Prime Minister Morgan Richard Tsvangirai has the business acumen to charm the much needed 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) into the country having creamed-off more than $1 billion worth of 
investment from the Chinese in one year. 

Chinese Vice Premier, Wang Yang, who was in the country last week said that since Prime Minister 
Tsvangirai’s visit to China last year, there was new progress in the two countries’ business cooperation. 

“Since your visit last year, for the first time ever our trade volumes exceeded $1 billion. We are 
heartened to see that in the first quarter of this year our bilateral trade volumes have amounted to 
$570 million a rise of 89.4% which amounts to the volume of trade in the half year in 2012,” Wang 
told Prime Minister Tsvangirai last week.

Wang signed two agreements during his visit  following what he said was progress due to Prime 
Minister Tsvangirai’s visit to China.

Under the two agreements China will provide a $16 million grant and an interest free loan, also worth 
$16 million. The loan is payable over five years.

Zimbabwe and China also exchanged three acceptance letters for economic and technical cooperation 
for the drilling of 136 boreholes and another for a feasibility study to drill another 300 boreholes.

Water Resources and Infrastructural Development Minister Sam Sipepa Nkomo signed the 
agreements on behalf of the Government.

“A number of infrastructural projects have commenced,” he added. Wang’s comments make a 
mockery of some sections of the inclusive Government who devote their energies to rubbish Prime 

Minister Tsvangirai’s efforts to revive Zimbabwe.

The anti-reformists on the other side of Government attacked the Premier for visiting China last year.

During his week-long visit to China, the Prime Minister met with the then Premier Wen Jiabao 
and senior Chinese government officials, addressed groups of Chinese business leaders, including 
executives of SinoHydro, China Machinery Engineering Corporation and Sinosure.

These companies are involved in infrastructure projects in Zimbabwe such as the Kariba Hydro 
Power station, Hwange 7 & 8 Thermal Power station, rehabilitation of Harare City council water and 
sewerage systems and the Matebeleland Zambezi Water Project.

Wang signed bilateral agreements with Zimbabwean businesses during his stay in Zimbabwe, a feat 
he attributed to Prime Minister Tsvangirai’s visit.

Prime Minister Tsvangirai, who believes in returning Zimbabwe to the international community, told 
the visiting Premier that Zimbabwe was keen to have Chinese investors, albeit on a win-win basis.

“Areas where we need assistance include investment in the development of key infrastructure such as 
roads, rail and other sectors which would go a long way in improving the doing-business environment 
in our country,” Prime Minister Tsvangirai said. 

“We are also keen to learn how China has done it, especially in respect of private-public partnerships 
which we think would go a long way in addressing the many challenges that we face as a nation,” 
he added.
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PM investment magnate-Chinese Vice Premier

Continued from Page 1  
To encourage fair and sustainable partnerships between foreign and local 
investors to ensure that we produce a socially just outcome

Mines and mining development policy to modernise legal architecture to 
ensure that it is fair, effective, socially just and environmentally sustainable. 

To create a fair, transparent and efficient Sovereign Wealth Fund that will 
truly benefit the whole country. Transparency and proper management of 
revenues derived from diamond and other mining activities are critical parts 
of our plans. 

To launch effective corporate social responsibility. To carry out a major 
review of the design and implementation of the current empowerment 
policies to ensure that there is a proper balance between the need to empower 
people and the call for investment. 

To create an enabling, inclusive, environmentally sustainable economy that 
delivers food security, happiness, social services, eliminates poverty and 
creates wealth.

Security of tenure, which facilitates the process of transforming land from 
“dead” into “live” capital, and in the process spur agricultural productivity, 
is a key. 

To carry out a comprehensive land audit to ensure that land is held and used 
in fair, transparent and equitable way.

Justice and National Healing   
To ensure that the State owns up to its responsibilities for the trauma that the 
people of Zimbabwe have suffered in the past. 

To ensure that the National Peace and Reconciliation Commission, for which 
we fought to be included in the new Constitution, carries out its work to 
heal the wounds of Gukurahundi, Murambatsvina, the June 2008 elections 
and other violations and atrocities that have been visited upon the people  
of Zimbabwe. 

Labour   
To encourage and support collective bargaining agreements; ensure the 

labour laws are harmonised so that the curtain between civil servants and 
other workers is lifted. 

To guarantee the right to strike, demonstrate, fair labour practices, collective 
bargaining, administrative justice, etc are constitutionally safeguarded. 

We have ensured the advancement of women at the workplace through 
provisions that include the right to paid maternity leave, right to equal pay 
with men, and right to equal opportunities with men. 

Social Safety Net  
To ensure that the State protects its citizens, especially the vulnerable. 

Both the State and business have a social responsibility to society which they 
must uphold to ensure there is peace and security.

Devolution  
To develop relevant legislation and implementation to make sure that 
devolution delivers on its promise. 

Governance must be encouraged and supported at the local level. We have 
always advocated for devolution of power to ensure that local communities 
are empowered to participate in governance at the local level. 

International Relations  
To re-engage the international community and strengthen our relations with 
all progressive nations of the world. 

Our roots are anchored in SADC and the broader family of the AU. An MDC 
Government will forge stronger ties with SADC and AU countries not only 
in political but economic terms so that we can promote regional and intra-
Africa trade.

Security Services  
To transform the security services sector to promote the idea of 
professionalism, unbiased and a non-partisan sector in the service of  
the State.

To ensure that the security services are accorded the respect they earn through 
their service and also that they respect the citizens whom they serve. 

‘The oasis is in sight’

Passing on the baton… President Mugabe hands over the felt pen to Dr. Morgan Richard Tsvangirai after signing the Constitution last week 

Highlights of amendment Number 20 of the Constitution

As she clutched her food hamper that 
had, among other things, cooking oil, 
sugar, flour and drinks, Gogo Anna 
Chimakure was all smiles.
Gogo Chimakure said Mai Elizabeth 
Tsvangirai should be applauded for 
remembering old people.
“Who would have thought she would 
give us so much.” Gogo Chimakure 
said as she looked at the hamper she 
had received.
“It is an early Christmas,” she said 
with a chuckle.
Mai Tsvangirai said senior citizens 
deserve a decent life, with good health 
and good living as they are valuable 
resources to families and communities.
“They are a fountain of knowledge,” 
she said while making a donation 
to Bumhudzo Old People’s Home  
in Chitungwiza
Mai Tsvangirai donated groceries to 
the home which included among other 
things, 900kg of mealie-meal, 360litres 
of cooking oil, 300kgs of sugar, 30kgs 

Matemba, a beast, 50litres Mazowe, 
150kg’s flour, washing and bathing 
soap, washing powder, Vaseline and 
sugar beans.
“Every responsible citizen of 
Zimbabwe should support the elderly 
in order to accord them the opportunity 
to lead full and productive lives,” Mai 
Tsvangirai, who was raised by her 
grandmother, said.
“I am a proud African citizen, where 
we cherish the wisdom and role played 
by the elderly in our society,” she said.
Bumhudzo Old People’s Home, run by 
the Salvation Army, was established 
in 1974 and has a carrying capacity of 
110.
Major Angeline Kapere, the co-
Administrator at the home said she 
was happy with the donation made by 
Mai Tsvangirai.
“These grannies belong to everyone and 
we should all help them. We appreciate 
the help and pray that it continues,”  
she said.

Mai Tsvangirai aides ageing society
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The Minister of Economic Planning and 
Investment Promotion, Tapiwa Mashakada 
(pictured right), talks to the Prime Minister’s 
Newsletter on achievements by his Ministry to 
date, the road ahead and challenges.

Q:  How did you manage to turn around 
Zimbabwe’s economic situation?

TM:  Economic Planning and Investment 
Promotion is a 2-legged ministry.  
Economic Planning is the intellectual section 
of the Ministry, which sets the strategic 
direction and vision for the country and 
defines the national priorities for Zimbabwe. 
Our main initial task was to come up with an 
economic development plan for Zimbabwe 
which set out the direction of the country for 
the next five years. 

 We developed the Medium Term Plan 
(MTP) to guide the economy’s development 
path up to 2015. The major targets of the 
MTP were to address the macro- economic 
fundamentals critical for the growth of the 
economy. We promoted the productive 
capacity of the economy to make sure that 
manufacturing, mining and agriculture, 
tourism and other sectors are performing. 
We addressed the key enablers to sustain our 
economic growth trajectory. 

 These key enablers are energy, transport, 
housing and ICT’s. The MTP set out 
an agenda to transform the economy 
by addressing infrastructural deficit.  
The MTP sought to ensure that the economy 
transforms from being an exporter of 
primary commodities to an economy 
that manufactures, that adds value, that 
beneficiates mining and agricultural products 
and we have successfully done that. 

 The MTP also addressed issues of health 
delivery and provision of quality education.  
We did an evaluation of the performance of the 
MTP for the first year of its implementation 
and we were pleased to note that despite the 
financial constraints the country is facing, 
its targets were achieved by 50%. This is 
the first time in the history of Zimbabwe 
that a plan is formulated, implemented, 
monitored and evaluated. It has never 
happened, most of the plans would gather 
dust but because of the MDC we had a thrust 
of implementing plans and reviewing them. 
 
We are in the middle of doing a second year 
assessment of the MTP covering the period 
from January until the end of the year. 

 The other major thing we do under the 
Economic Affairs aspect of our Ministry is to 
come up with a macroeconomic framework. 
This means that before the Minister of 
Finance crafts his budget we have to do a 
projection of what would be the assumptions 
of the budget, forecast the performance of 
the major sectors of the economy, we also 
project economic indicators, what will 
inflation look like, what will GDP, exports, 
imports look like. The Ministry chairs the 
macroeconomic framework team. 

We give quarterly updates on the 
performance of the economy to guide 
stakeholders such as business, labour and 
other Government departments. We arrested 
inflation to around 3%.

Q:  How far have you gone with the setting 
up of the National Economic Council? 

TM:  Zanu PF blocked the establishment of 
the National Economic Council when we 
took it to Cabinet. We have to plan the 
economy, we have to look ahead and say 
this country needs to do this, but there are 
certain things we have not been able to 
achieve because of the nature of this coalition 
Government. As per Article 3 of the GPA, 
the duties of the National Economic Council 
include advising Government on economic 
policies and to recommend strategic changes 
in economy policies and this Ministry was 
tasked with the mandate to set up the NEC. 
We carried out the task and took it to Cabinet 
where it was blocked by Zanu PF. Zanu PF 
does not want expert advice. They would 
rather have the advisory role controlled by 
the President’s Office just like their National 
Economic Consultative forum. As MDC 
we want an independent body that would 
be backed by an Act of Parliament and 

that would give sound economic advice. 
Zanu PF also blocked the creation of a 
Sovereign Wealth fund to harness all the 
income that comes from mining and other 
natural resources that Zimbabwe has.  
The Ministry wanted the fund to be used for 
developmental projects. We did our concept 
note, which was then hijacked by the Minister 
of Youth Development, Indigenisation and 
Empowerment, Saviour Kasukuwere and 
Obert Mpofu, the Minister of Mines but 
poorly implemented. However their concept 
is meant to reward each other at the top but 
our model was meant to benefit everyone 
especially the poor. We will implement it 
properly when we get into power after the 
coming elections. The fund will assist in the 
health, education and all social services to 
ensure that Zimbabweans benefit from the 
country’s wealth. 

Q: What have you done under  
Investment Promotion?

TM:  We have promoted Zimbabwe as a safe 
investment destination. We are working 
on making Zimbabwe the most preferred 
investment destination in Africa, easing doing 
business in the country, improving investment 
facilitation and rebranding Zimbabwe as a 
country open for investment and business. 
 
We addressed the bottlenecks faced by 
potential investors to get an investment 
license. We created the One-Stop-Shop 
(OSS) in 2010. The investment centre aims 
at reducing the time and bureaucracy that 
an investor goes through when planning to 
invest in the country. The center ensures 
that investors get their license or permit 
papers done under one roof. We put 
various Government departments under 
one roof including Immigration, Registrar 
of Companies, Zimra, Environmental 
Management Agency, Department of 
Investment Promotion, Mining and the 

Indigenisation department, utilities  (ZESA 
and Water) and we have managed to reduce 
the time it takes to issue Investment license 
to five working days where it used to take six 
months to complete the process of registering 
a company. 

Q:  How has been investment since the  
One-Stop-Shop was established? 

TM:  It has helped investors register $9 billion 
worth of projects with the Zimbabwe 
Investment Authority (ZIA) yet before 
you would hardly get investment worth  
$1 billion. 

 Our major challenge however is the 
implementation of the projects because of 
the poisonous environment created by Zanu 
PF especially with the Indigenisation and 
Empowerment Act. Investors are worried 
about the ceding of 51% as it exudes tones of 
expropriation and nationalization. The law is 
like putting an elephant in a living room. 

 Some investors are sitting on the fence.  
We have for example ESSAR, which had 
an agreement with Government to take over 
former Zisco Steel now New Zim Steel. 

 We have made amendments to the 
Zimbabwe Investment Act to try and 
amend the Indigenisation and Economic 
Empowerment Act Chapter 14:33 where we 
wanted new foreign investment in key 
infrastructure and strategic sectors exempted 
from the requirements of the Act to cede 
51% but the bill was rejected again by Zanu 
PF. The Bill is still in the Senate. 

Q:  What other efforts have you put in  
luring investment? 

TM:  We have done road shows and investment 
conferences to Foreign Direct Investment 
source markets to excite the markets on 

opportunities that exist in Zimbabwe.  
We have also promoted domestic investment.

 We have got investors from the BRICS, a 
grouping of five emerging economies, Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South Africa, worth 
around $1.5 billion. Portfolio Investments 
coming through the stock exchange have 
grown from $2 billion in 2009 to about $6 
billion. However we still want to increase 
FDI inflows. 

 Investors want to invest where their money is 
safe. Despite licensing about six independent 
power production companies, there has 
been no single investor in the power sector.  
We are looking for a strategic partner for 
Air Zimbabwe, Agribank and the National 
Railways of Zimbabwe but no one has come 
forth because of the inconsistent policies 
caused by the coalition government. 

 We have negotiated Bilateral Investment 
Promotion and Protection Agreements 
(BIPPA’s) with other countries to unlock 
more investment among them Botswana, 
South Korea, South Africa and Russia.  
The Botswana agreement will unlock $70 
million while the SA will unlock investment 
worth R2 billion. Zanu PF always wants to 
spoil the show as sometimes they violate the 
law and undermine the agreements, which 
has resulted in Zimbabwe being successfully 
sued by Dutch farmers. 

 We also look after investors already in 
the country and offer aftercare services.  
We have set up an investor roundtable where we 
periodically meet with investors and discuss 
the challenges they are facing and what 
we also expect from them. Prime Minister 
Morgan Tsvangirai launched the investor 
roundtable in 2010. 

 We have also done a book on Zimbabwe 
to rebrand the country and promote re-
engagement with nations that had isolated 
Zimbabwe as an investment destination 

Q:  How would you deal with the 
Indigenisation Act in a new Zimbabwe? 

TM:  I would suspend it and go back to the 
drawing board. I would either abandon it or 
reduce the threshold substantially like South 
Africa where the locals own about 26%.  
I would then introduce an investment charter 
that among other things ensures investors 
play their part in social responsibility, 
employ local people, investors respect the 
environment and labour laws, bank locally 
and that investors show commitment 
to Zimbabwe rather than force them to 
surrender their shares. 

Q:  The road ahead, Minister what is the 
plan for the future? 

TM:  Improving doing business including what is 
done by local authorities. At the moment they 
take ages to sell land to investors and I would 
expedite change of land use. We also need 
investors to get their visas and work permits 
at the airport. We need an investor protection 
Act. We need to liberalize capital accounts 
and enable investors to bring in their money 
and be able to take it out. Investors need to 
bring in their equipment duty free. 

 We are a supermarket economy at the 
moment as we import $8 billion worth of 
goods but export only $1 billion worth of 
goods. It is the duty of the MDC to ensure 
that there is production so that our exports 
surpass imports.

‘Economic planning key’

Deputy Prime Minister Thokozani Khupe has called for the protection of 
African women during elections.

Speaking during an African Union (AU) Consultative Conference of 
women stakeholders on Pan Africanism, Renaissance and Agenda 2063 
held in Ethiopia early this month, DPM Khupe said Agenda 2063 should 
provide protection for African women during plebiscites.
 
“Agenda 2063 must provide a clause for protecting women against violence 
especially in countries that will be conducting elections. Most women are 

afraid to contest as candidates because of violence and intimidation in some 
countries,” she said.

Previous elections in Zimbabwe have seen women being raped, tortured 
and displaced. The Conference which was organized within the framework 
of the African Union (AU) 50th Anniversary celebrations brought together 
women stakeholders working for, and on the African continent, including 
those from Governments, Civil Society, Academia, Business and UN 
agencies to pay a special focus on women, defining what they would want 
women to do, and where to be in the next 50 years.

Protect women
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The Constitution sets a 30-day voter registration 
and inspection period. The Prime Minister’s 
Newsletter dedicates this page to provide 
information on registration which is everyone’s 
democratic right. The Minister of Home Affairs, 
Theresa Makone, highlights key requirements 
agreed to by Cabinet for registration in line with 
the new Constitution.

ZEC is required to publicise the dates and places 
of registration. 

This is what is expected for one to register;

If you were born in Zimbabwe of Zimbabwean 
parents you need only have your national ID

If one of your parents is a Zimbabwean, you are a 
Zimbabwean; you need a birth certificate showing 
the parentage and an ID. 

Children born of SADC parentage need to have a 
birth certificate which shows that they were born 
in Zimbabwe of parents from SADC.

If they have an ID which is marked ‘alien’ they 
will automatically get a citizen’s ID. 

If they do not have an ID at all they will be 
registered as Zimbabwean citizens.

This does not automatically apply to their 
parents who may have stayed here many years.  
They are entitled to citizenship but they need 
to go through a citizenship registration process 
where they prove how long they have stayed in 
Zimbabwe but their children born in Zimbabwe 
are Zimbabwean citizens.

Women who have never voted or never had IDs 
must get birth certificates first. 

If they do not have IDs they are supposed to go to 
the Registrar’s Offices, in Harare KGVI in order 
for them to have fingerprints taken. 

If in the countryside, they should go to district 
Registrar’s Offices who will direct them where 
they can have their finger prints taken so that they 
can be vetted  to get birth certificates, ID’s and 
register as voters.

Those people who want to be voters must not 
wait until the mobile registration process comes 
to their area in June they must start the process of 
acquiring birth certificates and ID’s now.

To get a birth certificate you need someone to 
vouch for you preferably an elderly person, 
someone who knows you well and if you are 
married possibly somebody from the area you are 
married in or the family and if you have children 
above 18 they can vouch for you.

All documentation for the purpose of registration 
as a voter is free.

The Registrar General is required to send 
the necessary information to all the offices 
countrywide advising officers on the new 
easy conditions that Cabinet has directed be 
implemented for the purpose of ensuring that all 
of people are registered.

Each ward will have  a laptop with the national 
voters’ roll and ward roll so that the process 
of transfers from one ward to another can be 
expedited.

The availability of the computers will also help to 
speed up the process of checking whether one is 
registered in the right ward and so that people at 
the ward can check if their names are in the voters’ 
roll, those not on the roll will be enabled to register 
as voters.

Bigger teams of at least 14 persons per team to 
be deployed at the ward level to assist with the 
process so that at the end of the process everyone 
is registered.

Voter’s roll inspection
Take your ID to the registration centre

If you voted previously check whether your name 
is still on the voters’ roll. If you do not find your 
name on the voters’ roll then you must register. 

If you have never been on the voters’ roll, you 
must register.

If you are a citizen all you need is your ID.

If you have an ID marked ‘alien’ you take your 
birth certificate and your ID so that you are 
enabled first to register as a citizen then as a voter.

The Registrar General’s Office is required to 
provide a personal affidavit which you complete 
to state where you stay if you cannot provide proof 
of residence.

The affidavit is completed in front of  
a Commissioner of Oaths based at the registration 

centre. Any misrepresentation will be liable to 
prosecution. Those with proof of residence in the 
form of a letter from the landlord, friend or parent, 
stamped envelope from the Post Office at the 
address where you claim to be living, a clinic or 
hospital card with your ID number and the address 
where you are staying can present to the officers 
for registration.

I have taken  
my 18-year old twins  
to register to vote.  

I urge you all to do the same. 

It’s your right to vote!

Register, vote


